
The persistence of large-scale problems such as poverty, inequality, vulnerability, unemployment and informal 

work in Latin America is leading Latin American countries to strengthen their social protection systems and incorporate 

currently excluded populations in them. 

 

Despite the fact that social protection has become one of the pillars of social development strategies, in Latin America 

no single perspective on this exists. Instead it has been approached from different angles. EUROsociAL adapts to the 

needs and priorities of each country, supporting the design of policies and instruments, as well as management, to construct 

comprehensive systems for inclusive social protection. 

 

Working lines: Strengthening of the institutional structure and management of policies for social 

protection; Social and occupational inclusion of CTT holders (cash transfers); Expansion of public 

care systems. 

Working for  

Regional  

 Common guidelines regarding quality standards for systems of care services for early childhood, disability 

and old age. 

 Common guidelines to strengthen coordination between cash transfers and services to improve social inclu-

sion and conditions for wealth generation (in partnership with ECLAC). 

 Convergence and coordination in social protection policies at the regional level. 

 Common guidelines to strengthen polices and programmes for assisting homeless persons. 

Brazil 

 Improvement in longitudinal poverty studies in Brasil Sin 

Miseria [Brazil Free of Poverty]. 

Colombia 

 System for monitoring progress in children rights.  

 National system for early childhood care (quality of 

services, HR, professionalisation of care, needs-based 

funding). 

 New UNIDOS strategy to fight poverty with a rural 

approach. 

 Implementation of modules to measure and develop 

soft skills in social programmes. 

Chile  

 National policy on children  

 Universal care system for the elderly.  

 System of social services and benefits for the migrant 

population. 

Honduras 

 Public policy for the exercise of  rights of disabled 

persons and their social inclusion.  

 National policy for assistance to the elderly. 

 Social inclusion and productive strategy for families that 

use the "Bono 10 mil". 

El Salvador 

 Redesign of the Solidarity Communities programme. 

 Review of the new draft Law on the Elderly. 

Costa Rica 

 Poverty reduction strategy and functioning of the presidential Social Council. 

 Assistance policies for homeless people.  

Guatemala  

 Guidelines for social policies. 

 Monitoring and evaluation system for social programmes. 

Ecuador 

 Inter-sectoral model for assistance to persons with disabilities (including mental 

disabilities). 

 Design of tools to promote the development of the popular and solidarity 

economy. 

Paraguay  

 Reformulation of the Tekoporã Programme (design, management, output, 

information system, ISO9001 certification). 

 Unique Social Information Registry (RUIS) 

 Revision of the organisational structure of the Social Action Secretariat. 

Uruguay 

 Restructuring of programmes and services of the MIDES. 

 New attention model in the Assistance Programme for Homeless Persons (PASC).  

 

Coordinating partner: Operating partners: 



Europe and Latin America, reciprocal 

learning 
Latin America and Europe are having a dialogue on the 

development of comprehensive social protection systems 

which is being promoted by EUROsociAL. 

 

The European experience has been a source of learning for 

Latin America but, in the current situation, with the impact 

of the economic crisis and reforms of European welfare 

states, the realities of both regions are converging. At this 

juncture, peer-to-peer learning has become a vital tool for 

policy dialogue. Within the framework of EUROsociAL, 

Germany, Belgium, Slovakia, Spain, Finland, Hungary, Italy, 

the Netherlands, Poland and Portugal have held exchanges 

and contributed inputs (mistakes and successes) to various 

Latin American countries on issues related to homeless 

children, job placement and solidarity economy strategies 

(cooperativism, rural enterprises, etc.), and public care 

systems, among others. 
 

Inter-agency coordination is the key to 

overcoming poverty in Latin America 
The fight against poverty and inequality is a political and 

technical challenge that is not only the responsibility of the 

institutions related to social policies (Ministries and 

Secretariats of Social Development) but also of the those 

responsible for economic and productive policies (Ministries 

of Finance, Economy, Agriculture, Infrastructures, etc.). 

EUROsociAL is promoting coordination of stakeholders in 

some Latin American countries that are implementing 

strategies for occupational and productive inclusion of 

beneficiaries of conditional cash transfers (CCT) 

programmes.  

A story of change  

Social inclusion of mentally disabled persons in 

Ecuador: a hopeful pilot project  
 

Since 2007, the Ecuadoran State has been making changes to 

guarantee the rights of disabled persons through the creation of a 

specialised regulatory framework, definition of public policies, 

creation of a new institutional structure, and definition of specific 

competencies in the areas of healthcare, education, employment, 

accessibility, training, and tax policies.  

As highlighted by Welfare Secretary Freddy Ehlers:   

"Who are these people who see everything differently and before 

were invisible? This is a sacred project because we have mistreated 

our brothers and sisters in the past. We used to lock up our differ-

ent-minded brothers and sisters, we gave them a life sentence, but 

the world is changing. In Santo Domingo, thanks to EUROsociAL, 

there was a meeting between two countries that are seeking the 

same thing: to help those who need it the most. Perhaps the lepers 

of the twenty-first century are the mentally disabled. Meetings and 

experience exchanges were necessary to reach one clear goal: to 

share proposals and solutions so that Trieste's social-healthcare 

model can become a reality in Ecuador".  

Numbers : 

 

249 Participating 

Institutions  
http://goo.gl/oZzssS 

150 Latin American  
Institutions  
http://goo.gl/1AsII5 

84 European  
Institutions  
http://goo.gl/SE7R9c 

1438 Total  

Participants  
 

205 Latin American  

Experts  
163 European  

Experts  
Approx. 17% Total  

Programme Spending 

Publications: 
    
  

Diálogos para la inclusión social en América Latina y Europa 
[Dialogues for social inclusion in Latin America and Europe]  
> http://bit.ly/1xnXSVp 

Los sistemas de bienestar europeo tras la crisis económica 
[European welfare systems after the economic crisis]  
> http://bit.ly/115Gw1o 

Calidad de los servicios a largo plazo para personas mayores 
adultas con dependencia [Long-term service quality for 
dependent senior citizens]  
>http://goo.gl/j8zjY7 

Calidad del cuidado y de la educación para la primera infancia 
en américa latina [Quality of early childhood care in Latin 
America]  
>http://goo.gl/TPRRYr 

www.eurosocial-ii.eu 

Within the framework of the Inter-

sectoral agreement to improve the 

welfare of mentally disabled persons and 

their families, a panel has been formed 

which includes several national 

agencies whose purpose is to 

coordinate and supervise execution of 

the Pilot Project for Assistance to 

Mentally Disabled Persons in Santo 

Domingo de los Tsáchilas. The ultimate 

purpose is to design a social-

healthcare assistance policy for 

m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s . 

EUROsociAL is supporting this 

project by contributing the experience 

of the Basaglia School in Trieste, Italy.  


