
With the aim of promoting policies and reaching intersectoral agreements on key issues for development, several Latin 

American countries have recently created permanent spaces for reaching consensus between stakeholders under 

different formats. The European Economic and Social Councils have been used as a reference but adapted to the 

country realities and, on occasion, with broader competencies and themes that go beyond social dialogue.  

Regardless of their nature, all of them share the objective of promoting communication channels between the State and 

organised civil society as complementary citizen representation bodies, thereby contributing to the search for consensual 

solutions. The participatory, inclusive and plural nature of ESCs and similar bodies has proven their usefulness for reducing 

unrest and forging agreements on development priorities, giving voice to organised civil society regarding 

issues traditionally reserved for politicians and certain interest groups.  

However, ESCs still have problems that threaten their viability and impact. Among others: unsatisfactory legal or regulatory 

frameworks, the need for technical training of the General Secretariats and/or the groups belonging to them, little 

knowledge about effective negotiation techniques, an insufficient culture of dialogue, doubts about the actual impact of their 

decisions, absence of communication strategies, low visibility in the institutional fabric of the country. 

EUROsociAL's actions are meant to strengthen these institutions by improving their capacity to influence, 

their autonomy, their sustainability, their technical capacity, their transparency, and their legitimacy. 

Work is also being done at the regional level to promote greater Euro-Latin American collaboration in the area of 

dialogue and consensus, and in the creation and strengthening of an ESC Network in Latin America and the 

Caribbean.  

Working for 

Regional / Brazil  

 Creation of the Latin American and Caribbean Network of Economic and 

Social Councils (CESALC). Nature, work plan and governance model. 

 

Honduras 

 Approval of the Economic and Social Council Act.  

 

 Preparation of ESC internal operating regulations and a procedures manual. 

 

 Seeking of consensus in the area of reform of social security. 

Guatemala 

 Approval in the ESC of a 2013-14 socio-economic report agreed upon by all groups regarding "Social Dialogue 

and public policies in Guatemala".  

 

Panama 

 Legislative decree to create an ESC.  

 

Dominican Republic 

 Approval of the educational reform, with the ESC as the coordinating body. 

 

Coordinating partner: Operating partners 



 

Numbers: 

 

302 Total 

Participants 
14 Latin American 

Experts 
41 European 

Experts 
Approx. 3.8% 

Total Programme Spending 

Publications: 
 
    
  

 

Economic and Social Councils in Latin America and the European Un-
ion. Practical experiences of social dialogue.  
 
> http://goo.gl/ghTw18 

www.eurosocial-ii.eu 

A story of change 
 

The national compact for educational reform in 

Dominican Republic 
 

The ESC of Dominican Republic has the mandate of developing the 2030 

National Development Strategy, which integrates three compacts: 

taxation, energy and education. In order to promote reform of the 

educational system, they requested support from EUROsociAL, which 

organised the workshop "ESCs and Building Consensus on Education and 

Taxation" in February 2013 in collaboration with DUE. This activity was 

the starting point for an extensive consultation process coordinated by 

the ESC in which over 9,000 persons from different Dominican social, 

political and economic sectors took part. It culminated in an agreement 

on the educational reform. 

 

In the words of Iraima Capriles, 

Executive Director of the ESC, the 

intervention of EUROsociAL made it 

possible to "propose to the government the 

need to start the work, placing the start of 

discussion on the agenda and getting all the 

stakeholders involved in education in the 

Dominican Republic, including public and 

private stakeholders and civil society 

organisations, to sit down at the pre-

discussion table". 

 

This reform guarantees a quality, free, compulsory public education 

starting at the age of three. It works for democratisation and equal 

opportunity in access to education from primary to upper levels, 

improvement of teacher-training programmes and development of the 

professional career path for teachers, as well as the promotion of a 

culture of evaluation in the educational system. It also includes a 

commitment to promote a national debate regarding education.  

 

The National Compact on the Educational Reform (2014 - 2030) was 

signed on 1st April 2014 by the President of Dominican Republic. It had 

been signed previously by representative of business organisations, labour 

unions, university presidents, NGOs, professional trade associations, the 

Dominican Association of Educators (ADP), directors of communication 

media, Catholic and Evangelical churches and educational institutions. 

Mobilising experiences from all of 

Europe 
 

Peer-to-peer learning was the cornerstone of this 

action, in which Economic and Social Councils of several 

European countries participated. The Netherlands, 

Spain, Greece, France, Italy, Ireland and the European 

Economic and Social Committee (EESC), which brings 

together the civil society of 24 European countries. An 

example that shows the ability of EUROsociAL to 

mobilise experiences from all over Europe. 

Regional approach: the CESALC 

Network  
 

With the aim of exchanging experiences, promoting 

reflection and joint learning, EUROsociAL promoted the 

creation of the Economic and Social Councils Network 

for Lat in America and the Caribbean, 

“CESALC” (http://www.cesalc.org/). This initiative 

was led by the Economic and Social Development 

Council of Brazil, with technical assistance from the 

European Economic and Social Committee and the 

Spanish ESC.  

 

This community of practice was formally created in July 

2013 on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the 

CDES of Brazil. It is comprised of six national ESCs (El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, the Dominican 

Republic and Brazil), six state or provincial ones (Buenos 

Aires, Mexico City, Chaco Province, Jalisco, the Federal 

District of Brazil, Rio Grande do Sul), and two municipal 

ones (San Pedro and San Carlos in Brazil).  

 

Buenos Aires hosted the Second Annual Meeting of the 

CESALC between 9th and 11th April 2014. The main 

subjects of the meeting were poverty, progress 

made, and challenges of social policies in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. During the meeting, a 

governance model for the Network was approved, along 

with a work plan for the next two years and a joint 

declaration on the fight against poverty. 

77 Participating 

Institutions 
http://goo.gl/8EpnAf 

57 Latin American 

Institutions 
http://goo.gl/Wfu4LL 

14 European 

Institutions 
http://goo.gl/vwBCeH 


